
 

Vision 2 – Lesson One – Grammar    

There are eight parts of speech in the English language: Noun, Pronoun, Verb, Adjective, Adverb, 
Preposition, Conjunction, and Interjection. The part of speech indicates how the word functions in meaning 
as well as grammatically within the sentence.  
Noun: A noun is a part of speech used for naming people, things, animals, places or ideas.  

John, mama, daddy, people, car, cookie, day, elephant, rabbit, evaluation, pain,  
silence, percent, democracy, army, beach, farm, smoke, peace, love, …. 

Nouns can be singular or plural, concrete or abstract, common or proper and countable or uncountable. 
Nouns show possession by adding 's. Nouns can function in different roles within a sentence; for example, a 
noun can be a subject, direct object, indirect object, subject complement, or object of a preposition.  

Countable and Uncountable Nouns 

Countable nouns (count nouns) Uncountable nouns (uncount / non-count nouns) 

Countable nouns have a singular and a plural form. 
In plural, these nouns can be used with a number- 
they can be counted. (That's why they are called 

"countable nouns"). 

Uncountable nouns can only be used in singular. 
These nouns cannot be used with a number- they 

can't be counted. (That's why they are called 
"uncountable nouns"). 

Megan took a lot of photographs yesterday. 
Your books are on the dining table. 

How many candles are on Michelle’s birthday cake? 
You have several paintings which are worth millions. 

Please help yourself to some cheese. 
There is no more milk in the refrigerator. 

Please look after your personal equipment. 
Please get rid of the garbage. 

 

Uncountable Nouns 

Food /Drinks/Liquids Thinking or Feeling Free Time Everyday Things 

water/milk/tea/coffee love/hate/fun/humor travel/traffic/baggage time/air/heat/dust 

soup/oil/blood  wisdom/knowledge transportation/nature education/health 

lemonade/ juice/syrup information/news/freedom accommodation/art housework/homework 

food/fruit/junk advice/help/assistance literature/poetry equipment/business 

bread/rice/sugar/flour/salt guilt/grief/ currency/chess attention/garbage 

meat/spaghetti/chicken beauty/intelligence/faith entertainment/fun dirt/dust/paper/mud 

butter/cheese/cream/jam progress/happiness judo/yoga/music rain/ pollution/energy 

cake/honey/jelly/pasta satisfaction/curiosity horse riding/driving mail/space/land 

glue/plasma luck/behavior Persian/studying/time employment 

 violence/aggression sunshine/weather/oxygen furniture/work 

 damage   

Note: Of course you can count money, milk, meat; but then you would use the currency, liter, kilo, glass, etc. 

 5 euros or dollars... (but not 5 money) / 2 liters, pints, glasses... of milk (but not 2 milk) 

 3 kilos... of meat (but not 3 meat) / 10 bottles of mineral water... (but not 10 mineral water) 
========================================================================================================================================================== 

Exercise (1): Decide whether these nouns are countable (C) or uncountable (U). 
1. I'd like some juice please! 
2. We need some glue to fix this vase. 
3. My mother uses butter to prepare cakes. 
4. The bread my mother prepares is delicious. 
5. Drivers must be careful; the road is slippery. 
6. Dehydrated babies must drink a lot of water. 
7. The waiters in this restaurant are very professional. 



 

8. I bought three bottles of mineral water for our picnic. 
9. Successful candidates will join the camp later this year. 
10. My father drinks two big glasses of water every morning. 
11. Adult illiterates learn through a special government program. 
12. Scientists say that the environment is threatened by pollution. 
13. Some policemen are organizing road traffic to avoid any accidents.  
14. A rise in oil prices is inevitable since there is more and more world demand for energy.  

Quantifiers 
A quantifier is a word or phrase which is used before a noun to indicate the amount or quantity: 

‘some', 'many', 'a lot of' and 'a few' are examples of quantifiers. We can use them with a noun (as a determiner) or 

without a noun (as a pronoun). Quantifiers can be used with both countable and uncountable nouns. 

With Countable Nouns With Both Nouns With Uncountable Nouns 

 many* 

 a few/few/fewer/very few * 

 a number (of) 

 several 

 a small/large number of 

 a great number of 

 a majority of 

 all 

 enough 

 more/most 

 no/none 

 not any 

 some* 

 any* 

 a lot of* 

 lots of 

 plenty of 

 much* 

 a little/little/less/very little * 

 a bit (of) 

 a great deal of 

 a small/large amount of 

 a small/large quantity of 

NOTE (1): 

a few/a little – means that there is not a lot of something, but there is enough. 
 There are a few people at the meeting. There are enough people to hold a meeting. 
 I know a little English. I know enough English to manage.  

NOTE (2): 

few, very few/little, very little mean that there is not enough of something. 
 There are few people. There are not enough people to hold a meeting. 

 They know little English. They can’t get around very well. They don’t know enough English to manage. 
NOTE (3):  

Much and Many are mainly used in negative sentences and questions. They are not common in affirmative.  
sentences though still possible. With affirmative sentences, we prefer A lot of/Lots of. 

 Do you think that many people go? There aren’t many chairs in the room. 

 Does it use much electricity?  He doesn’t need much money. 

 She has a lot of/lots of friends.  There is a lot of /lots of traffic today. 
Note (4): 

Some: in affirmative statements, offers, requests and in questions when you expect the answer “yes”: 
Any: in negative statements, questions, in affirmatives (meaning every = no matter which): 

 Would you like some more tea? (offering) Can I have some soup, please? (request) 

 You don't need to go there at the weekend, you can go any day you want, it's always open. 

 Any bus will take you to the university, so get on the first that comes along. 
Note (5): 

Compare Too + Adj/Adv + (for + obj.) + To Verb with So + Adj/Adv + That clause: 
 The ceiling is too high for me to touch. / The ceiling is so high that I can’t touch it. 

Note (6): 

Compare Too/So + Many/Few + (C)Noun with Much/little + (U)Noun: 
 There are too/so many cars in the street. / There were too/so few tickets sold for the concert. 

 There is too/so much noise in the next room. / He had too/so little money. 

http://www.myenglishpages.com/site_php_files/grammar-lesson-countable-uncountable-nouns.php


 

Exercise (2): Choose the correct quantifier. 
 

[much / a lot / many / lots of / a little / any / few / most / little] 
1. They have had ---------- homework in mathematics recently. 
2. How ---------- time do you need to finish the work? 
3. There are too ---------- students in the library. There’s so much noise. 
4. “Have you visited ---------- foreign countries?” “No, not yet.” 
5. Although he's very ill, he didn't take ---------- medicine. 
6. ---------- people know as much about linguistics as John does. 
7. They say ---------- knowledge is a dangerous thing. 
8. He's having ---------- of trouble passing his driving test. 
9. I spend ---------- of my time reading novels. 
10. He knows ---------- English. He knows enough English to manage. 

Exercise (3): Select the best option. 

11. Your food will taste much better if you add ---------- .  
1) a little salt    2) little salt    3) a few salts    4) few salts 

12. I always enjoy ---------- cream and sugar in my coffee.  
1) little    2) few      3) many    4) a little 

13. You have ---------- time left before the flight. Please come back soon!  
1) a few    2) few      3) little     4) a little 

14. My little brother isn’t very popular. He has ---------- friends but ---------- enemies.  
1) many – few   2) lots of – a few  3) few – many   4) a lot of – a few 

15. Would you like ---------- milk in your tea? 
1) some   2) any   3) no   4) many 

16. There's ---------- coffee left; could you get ---------- while you're out? 
 1) no/some  2) some /any  3) none/some  4) not/any 

17. Although these were good students, ---------- had a score above 60. 
1) none of  2) no   3) any   4) none 

18. That's ---------- reason to be rude all the time. 
1) no   2) any   3) many  4) some 

19. It was the worst birthday ever.  ---------- friends visited me. 
 1) much    2) few      3) a little  4) a few 
========================================================================================================================================================== 

Quantities / Containers used for uncountable nouns: 
Since uncountable nouns in English do not have plurals and cannot be counted in the normal way, containers are often 
used as a way of “measuring” them. Following is a list of some common Quantities / Containers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Simple Sentence 
A sentence is a group of words that are put together to mean something. A sentence is the basic unit 

of language which expresses a complete thought. The two most basic parts of a sentence are the subject and 

predicate. 

A complete sentence contains only one subject and one verb, or predicate. What's a predicate? A 

predicate is the main verb in a sentence and any additional components related to the subject's actions. A 

simple sentence has at least a subject and a main verb to state (declare) a complete thought.  

Example: John walks.  

A subject (a person, a place, or a thing) is the noun or pronoun (I, You, He, She, We, They…) that is doing 

the main verb. The main verb is the verb that the subject is doing. In English and many other languages, the 

first word of a written sentence has a capital letter. At the end of the sentence there is a full stop or full point 

(American: 'period').  

To find a subject, ask who or what the sentence is about. Your answer is the subject. 
 

Examples: 
1) Joe waited for the train. 

"Joe" = subject, "waited" = verb 
2) The train was late. 

"The train" = subject, "was" = verb 
3) Mary and Samantha took the bus. 

"Mary and Samantha" = compound subject, "took" = verb 
4) I looked for Mary and Samantha at the bus station. 

"I" = subject, "looked" = verb 
5) Mary and Samantha arrived at the bus station early but waited until noon for the bus. 

"Mary and Samantha" = compound subject, "arrived" and "waited" = compound verb 
========================================================================================================================================================== 

 

A simple sentence can also have an object. An object is a noun or pronoun (me, you, him, her, us, them…) 
that receives an action.  

You can find an object by asking yourself ‘who’ or ‘what’ is receiving the action in a sentence. 

Examples: 

1) The students are drinking milk. 
“The students = subject”, “are drinking = verb”, “milk = object” 

2) The students learn English. 
“The students = subject”, “learn = verb”, “English = object” 

3) Mahdi visited his doctor. 
“Mahdi = subject”, “visited = verb”, “his doctor = object” 

========================================================================================================================================================== 

A simple sentence can also have additional information mostly in the forms of Adverbs of Place, Time and 
Manner.    She studies English carefully at school every week. 

      S V O M       P  T 

Examples: 

1) Ali will have an exam next week. (Adv. of Time) 

2) Zahra studies English at school. (Adv. of Place) 

3) Yesterday, I saw my teacher in the street. (Adv. of Time) 

4) We usually visit our grandmother on Fridays. (Adv. of Time) 

5) My brother can speak French fluently. (Adv. of Manner) 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simple_sentence
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Word
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thought
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